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USAN Mission 

The purpose of the United 
States Adopted Names (USAN) 
Council is to serve the health 
professions in the United 
States by selecting simple, 
informative, and unique 
nonproprietary names for drugs 
by establishing logical 
nomenclature classifications 
based on pharmacological and/
or chemical relationships. 
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USAN goals 

Aims for global standardization and unification of drug 

nomenclature and related rules to ensure that drug 

information is communicated accurately and 

unambiguously, working closely with the International 

Nonproprietary Name (INN) Programme of the World Health 

Organization (WHO), and various national nomenclature 

groups. 
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USAN Council 

USAN Council 

The three organizations that sponsor the USAN program, 
i.e., the American Medical Association, the American 
Pharmacists Association, and the U.S. Pharmacopeia, do 
so through representation on the USAN Council. Members 
are appointed by their sponsors, subject to acceptance by 
the other sponsors. In addition, the three organizations 
jointly select a member-at-large. Members are appointed for 
one-year terms and may serve no more than ten 
consecutive terms. 
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USAN Council – FDA membership 

In 1967, negotiations were completed to provide for 

participation by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration in the 

program as a means of consolidating the work of selecting 

suitable nonproprietary names for drugs on the part of the 

federal government and the existing Council. Thus, a liaison 

representative of the FDA sits on the Council. 
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USAN Council – present members 

The USAN Council is tri-sponsored by the 
 American Medical Association (AMA) 

  Peter Rheinstein, M.D., J.D. (Chair) 

 United States Pharmacopeial Convention 
(USP) 
  Kent T. Johnson M.S.Pharm  

 American Pharmacists Association (APhA) 
  Judith K. Jones, M.D., Ph.D. 

  David Lewis, Ph.D., (FDA)  
  Member-at-large – Armen P. Melikian, Ph. D. (APhA) 
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USAN - Purpose 

The Purpose of USAN 

  identify the substance to which it applies and to 

serve as a designation that may be used without 

restriction by the public at large 

  teaching in pharmacy and medicine requires a 

common designation, especially for a drug that is 

available from several sources or in a combination 

of two or more drugs 
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USAN - Porpose 

The Purpose of USAN 

  nonproprietary names greatly facilitate 

communication between health professionals, and 

most journals demand their use 

  state formularies and hospital and managed care 

organization formularies generally use 

nonproprietary names as the titles of the articles 

recognized. 
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USAN - Purpose 

The Purpose of USAN 

  nonproprietary name is essential to the 

pharmaceutical manufacturer as a means of 

preserving trade mark rights to a brand name for 

the article concerned.  

  federal law obliges the manufacturer to use the 

“established” nonproprietary name in advertising, 

labels, and brochures. 
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USAN - Procedure 

USAN Procedure 

  firm or an individual who has developed a 

substance of potential therapeutic utility 

  submission for a USAN is expected to conform to 

the established Guiding Principles  

  reasonably free from conflict with other names 

 discourage in trademarks the syllables used in an 

established nonproprietary name 
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USAN - Procedure 

USAN Procedure 

  initial screening 

 user's fee  

  form - “Request for a United States Adopted Name 

(USAN),” 

  results of searches conducted by the Secretary 

  tentative decision 
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USAN Submission Form 
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USAN Procedure 

USAN Procedure 

  Suggested USAN 

 sent to the World Health Organization (WHO) 

 sent to the Spanish regulatory authorities 

  Tentatively adopted USAN 

 submitted to the WHO 
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USAN Objections 

USAN Procedure 

  Valid objections 

 unsuitable for adoption elsewhere 

 closely similar name accepted (e.g. BAN) 
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USAN - Approved 

USAN Procedure 

  Approved USAN 

 published electronically on the web site  

   www.ama-assn.org/go/usan 

 published in the USP dictionary of USAN and 

International Drug Names 
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USAN – Adoption Statement 
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INN at WHO 
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INN list 
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USAN Dictionary 
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USAN Dictionary – entry 

USAN name 

Year published as 
USAN 

Pronunciation 
guide 

Compendium	


Chemical 
formula	



Molecular 
weight	



International 
nonproprietary 

names	



Chemical name(s)	


1.  CAS format	


2.  IUPAC format	



CAS 
registry 
number	



Therapeutic 
category	



Brand name(s)	



Manufacturer(s)	

Code 
designation	
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Challenges 
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Challenges 
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Challenges 

International considerations	



Simotaxel              (sim” oh tax’ el)	



  Peridotaxel (Spanish)	


  Sukataxel (Russian)	


  Bakataxel (Japanese)	
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Challenges 

Common, trivial, and historical names	
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Challenges 
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Challenges 

Chemical identity 
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Challenges 

Labeling	
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Challenges 
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Challenges 

PURE FINEST FOOD GRADE 
COCONUT OIL	



  Virgin	


  Organic	


  Cold-pressed	


  Unrefined	


  Unbleached	


  Unhydrogenated	


  Undeodorized	
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Challenges 
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